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SOCIALIET IEGALILY IN THEORY AND PRACTICE
AS REVEALED BY HUNGARIAN PRESS

[Comment: The following is & translation of a study of social-
ist legality published by the New York Hungarian-language periodi-
cal Magzgrorszugi Esemenyek in its icsue of September-October 1954,
The study was based on articles vublished in Budapest newspapers
and periodicals. Sourceg in parenthases ere those given in the
original dccument. ]

The concept of socialist legality made its £irst appearance in Hungary
in 1951 and 1u52. Although the concept has remained a theory in the U3SE,
where it originated, in Eungary it has boen pubt inte inmedinte practice,

Socialist legality received Lts rool iugetus after the June 1953 resolu-
ticn of ihe Centrel Cummittae of the llungarian Vorkers rarty. This resolut.on
stated, amcng other things, thai "orrors cceumitted in the implementation of
socialist legality and the enforcenant of the law have wealened luw and crder,
viclated the rights of the workex:, und disturbed tlie progress cf socialism,"
(Tersudalmi Szemle, Sep 1.53)

fccording to Imra Szabo, o Jeading prosecutor of the perty, "Socialict
legelity meuns the provecticn of the rights and legal interests of the workers
and the unrcmitting persecution c¢f their enemios ».. socialist legality i:
the unconditicnal and ccmplete enforcement and implenenteticon of the socialist .
lavs, decrees, znd regulations formulated to express the will of the workers !
and cf the working class." (Tarsadalmi Szenle, Sep 1953)

Zoltan Tzter Vas writes, "Socialist legality ... is an important tool !
of the class struggle." (Je-tudomanyi Hozlony, Cct, Nov 1353)

Cn 12 Jicvember 1953, the Budapest 2adic echued the words of Vas, adding,
"IT the socialist laws are enforced, all the efferts of the enemy will be in
vain,"
Kelmon Czalo, Chiel Public rrosecuator, stated that .., the basic of
socialist legaliiy is the comstitution of thie sociclist state ... Socialisct
legality means alco that everyone iu roguired o implement voluntarily and
consciously the laws enacted in his interests. Then Czako came to the real
point by adding, "The vitul olemant of soc wlist legality is the policy of
the party and the aims c¢i' thoe government bucoed on Lhis policy." (Jogtudomunzi
Kozlony, Sep 1353) . \

To cirengiher socialicd lojw
sivin its members izr breader
¥ Vi) ors, iormerly merely i
Tubl/ ¢ rroseeutor, now had "Len
niniidrics; organizations under She lnu
isters; and the authorities, offices, ins ‘tutions, and oti:er branches of
stete adninistration subordinete to thes orgonizetions, The arosecutors
determine also the legulity of covtain mescurcs tol.en Ly thoe lceal tnnches
of the state administration ard of the decrecs, decisions, and dirce.ives is-
sucd by them. Furthermore, the prosecutors have the power to see that offi-
cials and the general public do not breci: the law." (Decreac of Lezal Force
No 13, dated 1953)
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Kelman Czaio's statement about the vital element of sccialist legalivy
gives the actual picture.. It means that the constitution, laws, decrees,
etc, have no independent reality but will be modified in cpirit and interpre-
tation to conform with the current political aims of the party.

The best example of this is the treatment accorded the peacants vho
left the producer cooperatives. On 4 October 1953, Szabad Nep vrote:. "Per-
sons leaving the producer cooperatives must be ziven lond equal in value and
tyre to that which they brought into the cooperative, The land they rcceive
must be part of the area cultivated by the cocperative to which they balonged.”
When the producer coojeratives refused to comply, Szabad HIep »rotested in an

editorial on 9 danuary 1954: "How comld it heppen that cuch masce: have
failed to ubey *he garty and governmeniy For vhom are tii:se lawbroolars
working?"

Encouraged by the edivorial, many former ceoperative members broughi
suit against the cooperutives and demanded lend on the basis of the deerec
quoted in Szabad llep. Since the courts wers oblijzd to rule in faver of
the former members, the prcducer cooperatives guve up som: of their land,
which was duly occupied by the claiments.

"4t this point cceialist legality came to the fore., Tia reducer co-
operatives obviously ccmplained thut they would be ruined by Lie distribution
of their land. Thereupon the supreme court ruled that "lormer members of a
producer cooperative may not file suit ageinst the cooperative. The courts
3 must @ismiss all such suits without a hearing." (Szabad Fold, 4 Jul 1554)

After the promulgetion of this decree, scme of the atiorneys vho had
handled land claim cases were disbarred; others were prosecuted and im- -
prisoned because “socialist legality requires us to teke Cim ctueps against
such kulek attorneys." (Szabad Nep, 14 May 1¢5h) Peasants wio had acquired
land legally before the decrec was cnacied were orreszed und inrrisoned for
"arbitrary scquisition of land.". (Szabad Nep, 1b Mmy 195h4)

At procent, sociallist legality is being used as a wedpon against pilfer-
ing and misuppropriation of funds in state enterprises and indusiries, Chief
Public ¥rosecutor Kalman Czako coiled 2 national conference of nepye and
Jaras prosecutors and addressed them as follows: "The questicn whetl»r
or not the prosecutors have dons everyihing to ensure sccialist legality,
They have not, because they sre lenient toward percons vwiio steal public
preoperty and allow them to go free., e nust rut an end teo thisc situation
where the the”t of public broperyy and inccue emounting to many million
forints is permitted witl the rnowledie or connivance of public and econcmic
orflcials.” (Szubad Iiep, € Ceb 1054)
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To summarize, cocielist legnlit, i 2
cept. It does not promole justice but ic & lool 1o furthering
the Hungarian Yorkers Part:
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